Worship at Des Moines First United
Methodist Church

July 26, 2026 - 10:30 a.m.

OUR VISION

To be a Church that demonstrates justice, love, and inclusion for all.
All means all.

MISSION STATEMENT

To connect people with God, to build a welcoming and inclusive community
that serves our neighbors through actions of justice and love, and to develop
disciples of Jesus Christ.

WE ARE A RECONCILING CONGREGATION

First United Methodist Church strives to love others as Christ loves us and, in
doing so, to be the Body of Christ in word and deed.

As the Body of Christ, we welcome and affirm all of God’s children, knowing that
each is created in the image of God. We celebrate God’s gift of diversity and
value the wholeness made possible in community, equally shared and
shepherded by all. We welcome and affirm people of every gender identity,
gender expression, and sexual orientation, of every age, race, ethnicity,
physical and mental ability, level of education, and family structure, and of
every economic, immigration, marital, and social status, and more. We
acknowledge that we live in a world of profound social, economic, and political
inequities. As followers of Jesus, we commit to pursuing justice and pledge to
journey in solidarity with all who are marginalized and oppressed.

LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

The land on which the First United Methodist Church building sits,
the land which we occupy when we worship, was once the home of
the oBaakiiwaki-hina-ki (Sauk), the Meskawaki-asa-hina (Fox)
and the Baxoje Maya (loway). We honor them.




July 26, 2026 Ninth Sunday after Pentecost

If it is comfortable for you, please stand wherever there is an *.
UMH = United Methodist Hymnal (red book); TFWS = The Faith We Sing (black book)
Congregational Responses in bold

THE GATHERING

PRELUDE “All Creatures of Our God and King” Sidney Shide
arr. Joshua Evanovich
WELCOME, ANNOUNCEMENTS Jennifer Shide
This is the day the Lord has made! Let us rejoice and be glad in it!
SHARING JOYS & CONCERNS Pastor Bob Dean

PRAYERS FOR OTHERS ® THE LORD’S PRAYER

Almighty God, we offer up these people and situations in our world today. For

those who need the necessities of life: food, clothing, shelter, relationships.
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

For those suffering sickness and disease, be it physical, mental, or spiritual.
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

For those who have suffered tragic events or natural disasters.
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

For our world, those in war-torn countries, for the political & theological
divides.

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

For those who are grieving a loss, no matter the time frame.
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

For those who are in abusive/evil situations & suffer violence & endure trauma.
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

For those suffering from addiction.
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

For those fighting the injustices of this world.
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

For those who find it difficult to believe in the power of the Resurrection.
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
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Receive all of these prayers, O God, and those still resting on our hearts,
minds, and souls. We offer these prayers with the prayer that Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come;
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily
bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass
against us; and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

ENTERING WORSHIP

*CALL TO WORSHIP Jennifer Shide

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the fellowship of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.
Seed-planting, fish-netting, bread-baking, pearl-hunting God,

you shape us into living parables.
Pray with your Spirit in us,

so that we may understand our experiences as healing metaphors,
and become creative and abundant stewards

of all you have entrusted to our love. Amen. +

*OPENING HYMN “Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee” UMH #89

*OPENING PRAYER Jennifer Shide

O sovereigh God, in Jesus Christ you set your holy reigh upon this earth
and within your people. So let its coming be like the mustard seed that grows
into greatness, and like the leaven that mixes with the grain until the whole

becomes greater, to the praise of the triune God, who lives forevermore. Amen.
+

RECEIVING GOD’'S WORD

CHILDREN’S TIME Pastor Bob Dean
Sing “Jesus Loves Me” UMH # 191 while children come forward
ANTHEM “God So Loved the World” Friends & Family Choir
by John Stainer
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NEW TESTAMENT LESSON Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52 Pastor Bob Dean
Page-17, New Testament (back portion of the pew Bible)
This is the Word of God for the People of God. Thanks be to God!

SERMON “WHAT’S GROWING ON?” Pastor Bob Dean

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD

Please join me in a moment of prayerful reflection. Pastor Bob Dean
You are now invited to join me in this prayer of confession:

The act of confessing our sin is not simply a recitation of our faults and wrongs, but
also an opportunity to receive God’s mercy and share in that abundant grace. In this
spirit, let us come to lay before God our sin and wrongdoings and lack of faith.
Moment of Silent Confession

Use our QR code for donations. Enter amount, select one-time or recurring, choose where to direct your gift
(general budget defaults), select your payment options, then fill in other fields. Thank you!

How do you scan a QR code?
1. Open the Camera app on your smart phone.
2. Hold the phone so the QR code appears in the view.
3. Tap the notification to open the link associated with the QR code.

INVITATION TO THE OFFERING Pastor Bob Dean
OFFERTORY MusiC “Lamb of God” Maggie Steffen
by Twila Paris
*DOXOLOGY | SONG OF PRAISE  Bless Thou the Gifts UMH #587

Bless thou the gifts our hands have brought;
bless thou the work our hearts have planned.
Ours is the faith, the will, the thought; the rest, O God, is in thy hand.

THANKSGIVING PRAYER Pastor Bob Dean

SENDING FORTH

*CLOSING HYMN “l Sing the Almighty Power of God” UMH #152
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*BLESSING Pastor Bob Dean

God’s creating and renewing power is constantly at work within and around us.
Christis inviting us this day to be sowers of the seeds of God’s redeeming love.
The Holy Spirit stands ready to inspire and empower us to share God’s life-
giving love with all we meet.

O God, may it be so! Amen!

*EXTINGUISHING THE CHRIST CANDLE Please be seated for the postlude
POSTLUDE “TOCCATAIN G MINOR” SIDNEY SHIDE
BY DIETERICH BUXTEHUDE

Go in Peace

CCLI Copyright License #2616544 » One License #A-743091
+ Prayers are reproduced from Revised Common Lectionary Prayers, copyright © 2002 Consultation on
Common Texts. Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission. A complete edition of the prayers is available
through Augsburg Fortress.

PARTICIPANTS IN WORSHIP

(=T (o] 0 [T ST TS UTPR T PPTPPPUPRRR PPN Pastor LaTonya
WOrship LEAder/LITUIZIST ... ..eiiiiieiiiiiieeeeeeeeeeeeeeetieeee e e e e e eeeesaaaeess e e e e eeeeansnnnnnnssseeaaees Jennifer Shide
(0] a1 le [ 1= a1 T O TU T (o] o DU Laurie Hoskins
€ (1] =] Wanda Wendt
USRNEBIS.iiiiiiiiiieeeteteeteeeetettttetteetetteeeeteteet ettt asasee s easasssanasaannnnnnns Craig Strayer, Ron Roulet
SONG LEAUET ...eeeeeeeeeieeeeeeeereeeee e e e eeeerrreee e e e e e e s s nereeeeeeeessssssnsnsnnnaassssssssssnnssnsnnees Jennifer Shide
OrganiSt/PIANIST ...civuiiieeeeeiiieieiiieeeee e eeeeettr i reee e e e e e e e etaesaaaesseaeeeeassssssssnsssseseesessssnnnnns Sidney Shide

FIRST CHURCH STAFF

Rev. LaTonya Calderon ® Pastor........cccceeieeeeiiveeeicceieeeeeeeenennnnnn. pastorlatonya@dmfirstchurch.org
Jennifer Shide ® MUSIC DIir€CION ....ccciviieieeeiiiieeeeeeee e jfootesings@msn.com
Amanda Claussen ® CCYC Director........ccceeuuueeeee. director@creativecenterforyoungchildren.org
David Calderon ® Administrative & Fiscal Officer..................... officemanager@dmfirstchurch.org
Luke Aunan ¢ Production & Creative Manager ................. productionmanager@dmfirstchurch.org
Sidney Shide ® Organist

Timothy Poppert ® Custodian
Renea Losee, Jill Fresh ® Nursery Care
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NEWS, ANNOUNCEMENTS & MORE!

NEWCOMERS, WELCOME!
If you are here for the first time, we have a small gift bag for you at the parking lot door.
After worship, meet new friends at "Coffee Time" in Kenyon Hall. Everyone is welcome!

INTERESTED IN MEMBERSHIP?
If you want to learn more about joining First UMC, please speak to Pastor LaTonya. We
welcome and invite all to join our faith community.

PACESETTERS CLASS - ADULT CLASS
Note: Pacesetters Class will not meet in July and August

CHILDREN’S SUNDAY SCHOOL will return in September

First Church offers a variety of options for youth and adults. Laurie Hoskins
leads Children’s Church for youth age 3+ during Worship. Nursery care is
available for those under 3, so parents may attend an adult class. Both meet
at the lower level in the education wing.

Today, Let’s Welcome Bob Dean, our guest pastor

Today we have the privilege of welcoming a special guest who has come to share God's
Word with us. We know that God has brought him here for a purpose, and we're grateful
for his willingness to serve and minister to our church family today.

Please join me in giving a warm welcome to Pastor Bob Dean as he comes to preach
God's Word. Let's open our hearts to what the Lord wants to say to us through him this
morning.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

BE IN THE KNOW!
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Support Our Oakridge Neighbors

/(@_ You have been reading about our immigrant neighbors at Oakridge
M"’_’..?

and their food insecurity. You can help! Each month we will ask for

donations of a food item and a non-food item. There will be a table
K available in Kenyon Hall for you to place your donations. For the
month of July, we are asking for bags or boxes of rice/pasta and
laundry detergent. Your gift can help a family keep hunger at bay.

Helping Our Neighbors
A big thanks to everyone who has donated items for Oakridge. So far, here is what has
been delivered.

50 lbs. casava flour 136 lbs. rice
10 lbs. cornmeal 237 rolls of toilet paper
157 lbs. beans 3 lbs. pasta

15.5 lbs. laundry detergent
Things are not improving for our neighbors so please continue with your generosity. Don’t
forget we are collecting rice/pasta and laundry detergent during the month of July.

Missionary Returns to Thank First Church

On Sunday, July 12th we were glad to
have with us Patrick Booth, a missionary in
Cambodia who we have helped support for
severalyears.
After worship, several members of the
Missions and Social Concerns Committee took
him to lunch at Jethro's downtown and had a
great time.
As aremembrance of First Church, the
committee presented him with an olivewood
cross from the Holy Land and he presented us
with a card for the congregation.
It read: "Thank you for the years of support and giving to Project ARK.
Your gifts and donations changed countless lives for the better.

May God's peace and grace be with you and your community at First UMC in Des Moines."
Patrick

We thank Patrick and we hope you will continue to pray for him as serves God and the
people of Cambodia.
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In October we will be assembling school kits for In-
Gathering. Now is the time to purchase school supplies.
Here is the list of requested items.

Each kit includes:

« 3 notebooks -1 subject spiral 8"x10 1/2"

1 ruler - 12" long with metric

6 pencils - unsharpened

1 pencil sharpener (remove packaging)

o 1 pencileraser-2"orlarger

e« 1box 12 colored pencils

o 1box 24 crayons

« 1 pair student scissors (remove packaging)

Remember that each completed kit provides students with basic learning tools and
helps families who may not otherwise have access to school supplies. Through
partnerships that support educational initiatives in Central America and other regions,
Student kits become an investment in children's futures.

Purchase items while on sale but please wait to bring them to church until they are
requested.

WHY SHARE PRONOUNS?

Words are important and they can show welcome and respect or they can show the
opposite. Our Reconciling MInistry committee invites us to learn about this new way of
utilizing pronouns to show compassion, hospitality, justice and love to our LGBTQIA+
members and guests. Acknowledging one another's pronoun preferences shows respect
for others. Words shape belonging and inclusion and help people know they are already
part of the community. We want to build Beloved Community to include people of all
genders, races, nations, abilities, socio-economic groups and more. All are beloved
children of God and are welcome here. Please make a note on the Attendance slip if you
want your pronouns added to your name tag.

CCYCis Now Enrolling 2's, 3's, and Preschoolers!

We're excited to share that CCYC is currently enrolling for 2’s, 3's, and Preschool
programs!

If you know a family looking for loving, high-quality childcare in a nurturing and
engaging environment, we’d be thrilled to welcome them to our CCYC family.

Spaces are limited—contact us today to learn more or schedule a visit!
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SPECIAL RECYCLING AT FIRST CHURCH

Did you know that you can bring the following items to First Church for Recycling?
Containers for these recyclable items are available in the Narthex. Thank you for
doing your part to keep toxic waste out of the landfill.

@ AA, AAA, C, D &9 Volt Rechargeable & Alkaline Batteries
® Hearing Aid Batteries @ Prescription Eyeglasses
® CFL Light Bulbs (the swirly bulbs) @® Ink Cartridges
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The Banquet Sign-up forms are available on the events table right outside the sanctuary in
Kenyon Hall. Fill out the form and bring it with payment to the church office or put it in the office
mailbox.
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THE CONNECTION CAFE COLLECTION BOX FOR NEEDED ITEMS
July - September. = Napkins
The Bridge Board thanks you for helping! Your contributions are
definitely making a difference. Please deposit donated items in the
collection box in the Narthex outside the Sanctuary. First Church does
not allow Styrofoam products! Direct questions to one of the Bridge

Board members from our church—Pastor LaTonya, Lesley Gesaman,
Ned Johnson, or Kay Pudil.

Church Bulletin Notice

Having Trouble Hearing the Worship Service?

We want everyone to be able to fully participate in worship. If you have experienced any
difficulty hearing the service—whether it’s the microphone volume, speakers, or overall
sound quality—please let us know.

Your feedback will help us make improvements so that everyone can clearly hear the
message and music.

If you have had any issues hearing during the service, please contact Jennifer Shide or
Luke Aunan and share your experience.

Thank you for helping us improve our worship experience for everyone!
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THIS WEEK 3 GLANCE
VoL LY

Sun, Jul 26 10:30 am, Worship, Sanctuary, Main Floor
10:45 am, Children’s Church, Rm E114 Lower Level
After Church Fellowship Time, Kenyon Hall Main FL.
11:45 am, Prep for Connection Cafe Meal, Kitchen

Mon, Jul 27 12:00 pm, FUMC serves Connection Café,
600 - 6" Ave, Des Moines, IA 50309

Wed, Jul 29 Bulletin Announcements & Cross Note Articles Due

First United Methodist Church * 1001 Pleasant Street ® Des Moines, |IA 50309
PH: 515-244-6209 ¢ FAX: 515-282-6106 ®* www.DMFirstChurch.org

Guest Wi-Fi Password e Welcome!

Facebook.com/dsmfirstchurch
o o Instagram.com/dsmfirstchurch

YouTube.com/@dsmfirstchurch
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